
JOSEPH’S ASCENT: GENESIS 40 

GENESIS 40: THE E KERNEL 

1 After these things, the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker offended their lord, the 

king of Egypt. 3 He put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, into the 

prison. 4 The captain of the guard assigned them to Joseph, and he took care of them. They 

stayed in prison many days. 5 They both dreamed a dream, each man a separate dream, in the 

same night, with a separate interpretation, the cup bearer and the baker of the king of 

Egypt. 6 Joseph came to them in the morning, and saw them, and saw that they were sad. 

8 They said to him, “We have dreamed a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it.” 

Joseph said to them, “Don’t interpretations belong to God? Please tell it to me.” 

9 The chief cup bearer told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream, behold, a 

vine was in front of me, 10 and on the vine were three branches. It budded, it blossomed, 

and its clusters produced ripe grapes. 11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and I took the 

grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 

12 Joseph said to him, “This is its interpretation: the three branches are three days. 13 Within 

three days, Pharaoh will lift up your head, and restore you to your office. You will give 

Pharaoh’s cup to him, the way you did when you were his cup bearer. 14 Remember me 

when it will be well with you, and please show kindness to me, and mention me to Pharaoh, 

and take me out of this house. 15 For indeed, I was stolen away out of the land of the 

Hebrews.” 

 The full version of the chapter with commentary may be purchased 
at 

https://gum.co/wxtcQ
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יִם׃ 40:1 לֶ� מִצְרָֽ ם לְמֶ֥ ה לַאֲדֹנֵיהֶ֖ יִם וְהָאֹפֶ֑ לֶ�־מִצְרַ֖ ה מֶֽ טְא֛וּ מַשְׁקֵ֥ לֶּה חָֽ ים הָאֵ֔ י אַחַר֙ הַדְּבָרִ֣  40:3 וַיְהִ֗

ם  ן אֹתָ֜ יםוַיִּתֵּ֨ ר הַטַבָּחִ֖ ית שַׂ֥ ר בֵּ֛ הַר בְּמִשְׁמַ֗ ית הַסֹּ֑ ם  40:4 ׃אֶל־בֵּ֣ ף אִתָּ֖ ים אֶת־יוֹסֵ֛ ר הַטַּבָּחִ֧ יִּפְקֹד שַׂ֣ וַ֠

ר׃ ים בְּמִשְׁמָֽ ם וַיִּהְי֥וּ יָמִ֖ רֶת אֹתָ֑ ישׁ  40:5 וַיְשָׁ֣ ד אִ֖ יְלָה אֶחָ֔ ישׁ חֲ�מוֹ֙ בְּלַ֣ ם אִ֤ חַלְמוּ֩ חֲל֨וֹם שְׁנֵיהֶ֜ וַיַּֽ

ה וְהָאֹפֶ֗ כְּ  יִםפִתְר֣וֹן חֲ�מ֑וֹ הַמַּשְׁקֶ֣ לֶ� מִצְרַ֔ ם  40:6 ׃ה אֲשֶׁר֙ לְמֶ֣ קֶר וַיַּ֣ רְא אֹתָ֔ ף בַּבֹּ֑ ם יוֹסֵ֖ א אֲלֵיהֶ֛ ֹ֧ וַיָּב

ים׃ ף הֲל֤וֹ 40:8 וְהִנָּ֖ם זֹעֲפִֽ ם יוֹסֵ֗ אמֶר אֲלֵהֶ֜ ֹ֨ ין אֹת֑וֹ וַיּ ר אֵ֣ מְנוּ וּפֹתֵ֖ יו חֲל֣וֹם חָלַ֔ א�הִים֙ וַיּאֹמְר֣וּ אֵלָ֔ א לֵֽ

י׃ ים סַפְּרוּ־נָ֖א לִֽ פֶן  40:9 פִּתְרֹנִ֔ י וְהִנֵּה־גֶ֖ אמֶר ל֔וֹ בַּחֲלוֹמִ֕ ֹ֣ ף וַיּ ים אֶת־חֲ�מ֖וֹ לְיוֹסֵ֑ ר־הַמַּשְׁקִ֛ ר שַֽׂ וַיְסַפֵּ֧

י׃ ילוּ אַשְׁ  40:10 לְפָנָֽ הּ הִבְשִׁ֥ ה נִצָּ֔ חַת֙ עָלְתָ֣ יא כְפֹרַ֙ ם וְהִ֤ ה שָׂרִיגִ֑ פֶן שְׁ�שָׁ֣ ים׃וּבַגֶּ֖ יהָ עֲנָבִֽ  40:11 כְּ�תֶ֖

ן אֶת־הַכּ֖וֹס עַל־כַּ֥  ה וָאֶתֵּ֥ ט אֹתָם֙ אֶל־כּ֣וֹס פַּרְעֹ֔ אֶשְׂחַ֤ ים וָֽ עֲנָבִ֗ ח אֶת־הָֽ י וָאֶקַּ֣ ה בְּיָדִ֑ ףוְכ֥וֹס פַּרְעֹ֖

ה׃ ים שְׁ֥�שֶׁת  40:12 פַּרְעֹֽ רִגִ֔ ף זֶה֖ פִּתְרֹנ֑וֹ שְׁ֨�שֶׁת֙ הַשָּׂ֣ אמֶר לוֹ֙ יוֹסֵ֔ ֹ֤ ם׃וַיּ ים הֵֽ בְּע֣וֹד ׀  40:13 יָמִ֖

יבְ֖� עַל־כַּנֶּ֑ � וְנָתַתָּ֤ כוֹס־פַּרְעֹה֙ בְּיָד֔וֹ כַּמִּשְׁ  � וַהֲשִֽׁ א פַרְעֹה֙ אֶת־ראֹשֶׁ֔ ים יִשָּׂ֤ רִאשׁ֔וֹן שְׁ֣�שֶׁת יָמִ֗ פָּט֙ הָֽ

הוּ׃ יתָ מַשְׁקֵֽ ר הָיִ֖ נִי אִתְּ֗� כַּאֲשֶׁר֙  40:14 אֲשֶׁ֥ י אִם־זְכַרְתַּ֣ נִי֙ כִּ֧ סֶד וְהִזְכַּרְתַּ֙ י חָ֑ יתָ־נָּ֥א עִמָּדִ֖ � וְעָשִֽׂ יטַב לָ֔ יִ֣

ה׃ יִת הַזֶּֽ נִי מִן־הַבַּ֥ ה וְהוֹצֵאתַ֖ ים  40:15 אֶל־פַּרְעֹ֔ ֑ רֶץ הָעִבְרִ בְתִּי מֵאֶ֖ ב גֻּנַּ֔ י־גֻנֹּ֣  כִּֽ
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16 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said to Joseph, “I also 

dreamed, and behold, three baskets of white bread were on my head. 17 In the uppermost 

basket there were all kinds of baked food for Pharaoh, and the birds ate them out of the 

basket on my head.” 

18 Joseph answered, “This is its interpretation. The three baskets are three days. 19 In three 

days, Pharaoh will take off your head, and will hang you on a tree; and the birds will eat your 

flesh from off you.” 20 On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s birthday, he made a feast for 

all his servants, and he lifted up the heads of the chief cup bearer and of the chief baker 

among his servants. 21 He restored the chief cup bearer to his position, and he put the cup 

into Pharaoh’s hand; 22 but he hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted for 

them. 23 Yet the chief cup bearer didn’t remember Joseph, but forgot him. 

According to E, Joseph was taken from the pit by the Midianites to be sold as a slave to Potiphar, Pharaoh’s 

minister, as recounted in the final verse of Genesis 37, and alluded to in vs. 15 here. His further degradation in 

Genesis 39, from slave to prisoner, is not recorded in E. Here, in Genesis 40, 

 The full version of the chapter with commentary may be purchased 
at 

https://gum.co/wxtcQ
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40:16  ֖ י חֹרִ ה סַלֵּ֥ ה שְׁ�שָׁ֛ י וְהִנֵּ֗ ף אַף־אֲנִי֙ בַּחֲלוֹמִ֔ אמֶר֙ אֶל־יוֹסֵ֔ ֹ֙ ר וַיּ י ט֣וֹב פָּתָ֑ ים כִּ֣ י עַל־וַיַּ֥ רְא שַׂר־הָאֹפִ֖

י׃ ל  40:17 ראֹשִֽׁ ל וּבַסַּ֣ ל מֵעַ֥ ם מִן־הַסַּ֖ ל אֹתָ֛ ה וְהָע֗וֹף אֹכֵ֥ ה אֹפֶ֑ ה מַעֲשֵׂ֣ ל פַּרְעֹ֖ ל מַאֲכַ֥ עֶלְי֔וֹן מִכֹּ֛ הָֽ

י׃ ם׃ 40:18 ראֹשִֽׁ ים הֵֽ ים שְׁ֥�שֶׁת יָמִ֖ אמֶר זֶה֖ פִּתְרֹנ֑וֹ שְׁ֨�שֶׁת֙ הַסַּלִּ֔ ֹ֔ בְּע֣וֹד ׀ 40:19 וַיַּ֤עַן יוֹסֵף֙ וַיּ

א  ים יִשָּׂ֨ ל הָע֛וֹף אֶת־בְּשָׂרְ֖� שְׁ֣�שֶׁת יָמִ֗ ץ וְאָכַ֥ ה אוֹתְ֖� עַל־עֵ֑ י� וְתָלָ֥ עָלֶ֔ אשְׁ֙� מֵֽ ֹֽ ה אֶת־ר פַרְעֹ֤

י�׃ י י֚וֹם 40:20 מֵעָלֶֽ י ׀ בַּיּ֣וֹם הַשְּׁלִישִׁ֗ א אֶת־  וַיְהִ֣ יו וַיִּשָּׂ֞ ה לְכָל־עֲבָדָ֑ ה וַיַּעַ֥שׂ מִשְׁתֶּ֖ דֶת אֶת־פַּרְעֹ֔ הֻלֶּ֣

ר הַמַּ  אשׁ ׀ שַׂ֣ ֹ֣ יו׃ר ים בְּת֥וֹ� עֲבָדָֽ ר הָאֹפִ֖ אשׁ שַׂ֥ ֹ֛ ים וְאֶת־ר ים עַל־ 40:21 שְׁקִ֗ ר הַמַּשְׁקִ֖ וַיָּשֶׁ֛ב אֶת־שַׂ֥

ה׃ ף פַּרְעֹֽ ן הַכּ֖וֹס עַל־כַּ֥ הוּ וַיִּתֵּ֥ ף׃ 40:22 מַשְׁקֵ֑ ם יוֹסֵֽ ר לָהֶ֖ ר פָּתַ֛ ה כַּאֲשֶׁ֥ ים תָּלָ֑ ר הָאֹפִ֖ ת שַׂ֥  40:23 וְאֵ֛

ר־ ר שַֽׂ א־זָכַ֧ ֹֽ הוּ׃וְל ף וַיִּשְׁכָּחֵֽ ים אֶת־יוֹסֵ֖  פ הַמַּשְׁקִ֛
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