Genesis 44

Then he commanded the steward of his house, ‘Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the top of his sack. 2Put my cup, the silver cup, in the top of the sack of the youngest, with his money for the grain.’ And he did as Joseph told him.

3 As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away with their donkeys. 4 When they had gone only a short distance from the city, Joseph said to his steward, “Go, follow after the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you returned evil for good? 5 Is it not from this that my lord drinks? Does he not indeed use it for divination? You have done wrong in doing this.’ ” 6 When he overtook them, he repeated these words to them. 7 They said to him, “Why does my lord speak such words as these? Far be it from your servants that they should do such a thing!
 8Look, the money that we found at the top of our sacks, we brought back to you from the land of Canaan; why then would we steal silver or gold from your lord’s house?
 9 Should it be found with any one of your servants, let him die; moreover the rest of us will become my lord’s slaves.” 10 He said, “Even so; in accordance with your words, let it be: he with whom it is found shall become my slave, but the rest of you shall go free.” 12 He searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest; and the cup was found
 in Benjamin’s sack.
 13 At this they tore their clothes. Then each one loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city.
 14 Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house while he was still there; and they fell to the ground before him.
 15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you have done? Do you not know that one such as I can practice divination?” 16 And (Judah) they said, “What can we say to my lord? What can we speak? How can we clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt of your servants; here we are then, my lord’s slaves, both we and also the one in whose possession the cup has been found.”
 17 But he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the one in whose possession the cup was found shall be my slave; but as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 18 Then Judah stepped up to him and said, “O my lord, let your servant please speak a word in my lord’s ears, and do not be angry with your servant; for you are like Pharaoh himself. 19 My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father or a brother?’ 20 And we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and a young brother, the child of his old age. His brother is dead; he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him.’ 21 Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me, so that I may set my eyes on him.’ 22 We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his father, his father would die.’ 23 Then you said to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall see my face no more.’ 24 When we went back to your servant my father we told him the words of my lord. 25 And when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little food,’ 26 we said, ‘We cannot go down. Only if our youngest brother goes with us, will we go down; for we cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 27 Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons; 28 one left me, and I said, Surely he has been torn to pieces; and I have never seen him since. 29 If you take this one also from me, and harm comes to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in sorrow to Sheol.’ 30 Now therefore, when I come to your servant my father and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound up in the boy’s life, 31 when he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die; and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol.
 33Now therefore, please let your servant remain as a slave to my lord in place of the boy; and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the suffering that would come upon my father.’
 
� The first verses of this chapter eliminate narrative tension. We now know that the goblet will be found in Benjamin's sack, instead of it being a surprise. Note the use of the distinctive אמתחות for sacks in these verses which earlier in Chapters 42 and 43 indicated a later stratum, likely the Bridger. We thus hypothesize that these verses were added on by the Bridger.


� In E the readers share the brother's surprise, they don't know that the goblet was planted by Joseph.


� Note the distinctive use of אמתחות – sacks, as well as the allusion to the Bridger's additions in Chapter 43 (the return of the money they found in their sacks on the first trip.)


�Is Joseph's plan to keep Benjamin with him in Egypt and send the brother's home according to E? This seems likely until he's affected by the brothers' plea.


� For the sake of consistency I tentatively propose that the words "in Benjamin's sack" were added by the Bridger since the word employed for sack  is the distinctive אמתחה. The words are not necessary for textual coherence, since if the last bag searched belonged to the youngest brother then obviously, the goblet was found in Benjamin's sack.  


� There is no spokesman for the brothers in the E narrative and they are described as speaking as one whenever they are in a group. In J, however, Judah takes the position of spokesman, as seen in verse 14 when Judah and his brothers return to the city. 


� See the above comment.


� It is frequently posited that Judah was added to vs. 16 and that originally the brothers spoke as one, although no textual witness exists to support this. Judah's impassioned speech only begins in vs. 18. Moreover, this section is an integral part of the Elohistic plot, since without it it's hard to understand Joseph's emotional outburst at the beginning of Chapter 45, and if this section is Elohistic then Judah was added since he is not one of Jacob's sons according to E.


� Judah's impassioned plea does not totally accord with the dialogue he quotes between Jacob and his sons in J. This need not be construed as a problem since Judah's is making an impassioned plea and is not bound by the exact facts. Note the repetition of the Sheol metaphor, and compare 37:34 (J).


�  The final three verses allude to the conversation between Judah and Israel, which was added by the Bridger to Chapter 43 and compare: vs. 32: For your servant became surety for the boy to my father, saying, “If I do not bring him back to you, then I will bear the blame in the sight of my father all my life.” And 43:9 "I myself will be surety for him; you can hold me accountable for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame for ever".





